
From: Ceja, Beatriz <Beatriz.Ceja@ed.gov>
Date: Wed, Feb 15, 2017 at 11:34 AM
Subject: Allegations pertaining to ASU's Title V funding
To: "tbecker@adams.edu" <tbecker@adams.edu>
Cc: "Clark, Njeri" <Njeri.Clark@ed.gov>, "Gaona, Richard"
<Richard.Gaona@ed.gov>, "jmmortensen@adams.edu"
<jmmortensen@adams.edu>

Dear Ms. Becker,

You are listed as the Authorizing Representative for the Title V grant awarded to
Adams State University; as such I want to inform you that I received a complaint
regarding the misuse of Title V funding at Adams State University (ASU).  The
complaint alleges that ASU’s Executive Director of Office of Title V Initiatives
knowingly awarded a contract to La Manzanilla Farm, to host the Unidos Equity
Leadership Retreat, which financially benefited a relative. The complaint further
alleges that the contract awarded was in violation of the institution’s handbook
regarding policies on ethics and conflicts of interest.

While the retreat itself is an approved activity under the grant, this complaint does
raise questions about the institution’s oversight and administration of the grant, as
well as the university’s procurement protocols.  As a result, I would like to request
the records regarding the retreat, which include: invoices, agendas, and contracts.
Also, given the allegations please respond to the following questions:

-What is the university’s procurement process when seeking and contracting venues
for university sponsored events?

-Does the university always hold retreats in the same place?

-How was the contract for this venue arranged?  Who negotiated the contract?  Who
is responsible for the oversight of such contracts?

-Did the university ask for additional bids from other venues, prior to selecting La



Manzanilla Farm?

Please feel free to contact me regarding this matter.

Beatriz Ceja-Williams

Division Director

U.S. Department of Education |Office of Postsecondary
Education

Institutional Service—Hispanic Serving Institutions

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 4C133 |Washington, D.C. 20202

(Phone) 202-453-6239 | beatriz.ceja@ed.gov





































































































































 

 

From: Ceja, Beatriz [mailto:Beatriz.Ceja@ed.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 1:10 PM
To: Jessica Salazar
Cc: Clark, Njeri
Subject: RE: Unidos Equity Leadership Institute
 
Ms. Salazar,
 
Thank you for responding to our inquiry, based on the information provided, it appears that Adams
State University followed its procurement process.  Additionally, you are correct that the activity
was approved in the funded proposal.  The documents demonstrate the cost for the approved
activity to be allowable and reasonable.  As such, I do not find reason to pursue this further.  Please
note that we will include the documents you provided in the grants official file. 
 
 
 
Beatriz Ceja-Williams
Division Director
U.S. Department of Education |Office of Postsecondary Education
Institutional Service—Hispanic Serving Institutions
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 4C133 |Washington, D.C. 20202
(Phone) 202-453-6239 | beatriz.ceja@ed.gov
                                     
 
 
 

From: Jessica Salazar [mailto:Jessica.Salazar@coag.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 5:53 PM
To: Ceja, Beatriz
Subject: Unidos Equity Leadership Institute
 
Dear Ms. Ceja-
Attached, please find a response letter and exhibits submitted on behalf of Adams State University
addressing your recent inquiry regarding the Unidos Equity Leadership Institute. 
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.



 
Sincerely,
Jessica
 
 
Jessica C. Salazar
First Assistant Attorney General – Higher Education Unit
Colorado Department of Law, State Services Section
1300 Broadway, 6th Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203
(720) 508-6173
jessica.salazar@coag.gov
 
Please note that my email address has changed to jessica.salazar@coag.gov.  Please update
your records accordingly.  Thank you!
 
This message may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information and is intended only for
the individual(s) named.  Any name or signature block is not a legally binding electronic signature.  If
you are not an intended recipient, you are not authorized to disseminate, distribute or copy this e-
mail.  Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete
this e-mail from your system. 
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